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Light rail and trams in NW

• First generation tramways – Blackpool tramway

• Second generation tramways – Manchester 

Metrolink

• Potential for light rail – Liverpool, Preston, 

Warrington, etc

• DfT call for evidence

• The environmental imperative



Traction Horse Steam Petrol Gas Electric Total

Number of 

systems

30 18 1 2 46 97

First opened 1860 1881 1912 1896 1885

Last closed 1921 1909 1924 1908 Still 

open

Tramway systems in the North West





Demise of tramways in North West

• Tramways closed in 1920s 2

• Tramways closed in 1930s 19

• Tramways closed in 1940s 8

• Tramways closed in 1950s 2

Stockport closed 1951

Liverpool closed 1957



Liverpool tram network 1947

…………all gone by 1957.



Liverpool standard dual carriageway with tramway in central reservation. 
John Brodie, City Engineer, 1914.



Liverpool streamline tram on John Brodie central reservation in northern suburbs.





2005

Alastair Darling MP scraps 

Liverpool Trams,

(and Leeds

and South Hampshire 

and Manchester 

extensions)



April 27 1992, street running trams 

return to Britain….. 

Metrolink - largest light rail network in 

UK

• 100km network

• 93 stations

• 120 trams +27 on order

• 42million passengers p.a.



Light rail scheme cost increases 

2004 Cost*   increase

South Hampshire £214m 26%

Leeds £500m 41%

Liverpool £314m 38%
*public sector cost

All scrapped !
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Potential market for lower cost light rail/trams

LRT/tram 14,   Bus  8,  abandoned 6 (2 to bus), Nothing 43



Potential light rail and tram schemes in North West

• Manchester - Metrolink, only new generation system in NW

- largest network in UK

- Trafford park extension to open 2020

- plans for more extensions and tram trains

• Blackpool - only remaining first generation tramway in UK

- major upgrade in 2012

- extension to Blackpool north under construction

- more extensions studied, no proposals

• Liverpool    - 98mile tramway, 30% reserved track, scrapped

- guided trolleybus failed

- Merseytram failed

• Warrington) - studies for tram and tramtrain

• Runcorn    )     - studies for tram and tramtrain

• Preston - tram scheme under development

• Chester - tram scheme in 1980s abandoned

• East Lancashire    - no current plans, bus based systems

• Lancaster - proposals by University, no current plans







Closing date: 19th May 2019   - you’ve missed it!

Results to be published within three months.



The environmental imperative……

A new tramway era about to dawn ???


